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Abstract: Umraniye, which is a district of Istanbul, has been one of the leading centers of development
in parallel with the development in outward—oriented economy and industrialization in the 1980’s in
Turkey. The district which looked like a village in 1960s, having experienced rapid urbanisation and
industrialisation, is now looking far from its earlier appearance. During the period of migration from
suburbs to the cities, one of those who took in the biggest share of people is Umraniye. The purpose of
this study is to determine the historical development of industrialization in Umraniye and the causes of
this development, its structure, and the distribution of its sectors. As an operation of a regional industry,
this study handles the features of the location of Umraniye District, the factors that affect the industry
in the district, distribution of industrial sectors, and environmental issues.
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INTRODUCTION

Istanbul province, which is located in the northwest Marmara Region of Turkey, is situated
on both sides of the Istanbul Bosphorus Strait, where the continents of Europe and Asia are
closest to each other. Istanbul province consists of a total of 39 districts, 29 of which are
on the European continent and 10 of which are on the Asian continent. Umraniye District,
which consists of the study area, is one of them. Umraniye District is on the Asian side of
Istanbul province within the boundaries of Istanbul Metropolitan Municipality. The district is
bordered by Sancaktepe in the east, Atasehir in the south, Uskiidar in the west and Cekmekdy
and Beykoz districts in the north. Umraniye covers the approximate area of 45 km? and its
elevation is 120 meters above sea level; the elevation reaches 180 meters in Yukaridudullu
towards the east (Fig. 1).

The purpose of this study is to display the historical development of industrialization
in Umraniye District, the reasons behind the progress, as well as the structure and sectoral
distribution. This study, which is a region-based industrial study, presents the characteristics
of Umraniye in terms of location, factors which have an impact on industry in the district, the
sectoral distribution of the industry, and the employment status during the periods of crisis.
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The intensification and the propagation of economic activities in different areas is the
result of a functional interaction of economic elements. Thus central venues where economic
activities are concentrated are established and each one of these central venues becomes
a center which attracts all forms of economic activity. The main center where economic ac-
tivity is concentrated in Turkey is Istanbul (Mutluer, 1995: 1). Industrial facility developed
in the urban areas of the cities and expanded to the outskirts of these cities and thus influ-
enced the spatial expansion of cities (Tiimertekin, 1984: 109-128). Areas which have been
opened for new industrialization in Turkey, and large cities, such as Istanbul, consist mainly
of agricultural areas, old recreation areas and suburbs on the outskirts of the cities (Ozgiig,
1986—87: 35). Since the second half of the 1980°s a decentralization movement has started
as a result of the rapid and unplanned urbanization and increase in land prices in Istanbul,
and the industrial facilities within Istanbul have started to relocate to the outside of the city
(Karakuyu, 2008: 21-49).

Various types of migration significantly contribute to the historical development in the
settlement of Umraniye, which is one of these areas. Until 1955, the urban core of Umraniye
consisted of the neighborhoods of Atatiirk, Namik Kemal, Istiklal, Atakent, Cakmak and
Inkilap, which retained their rural features and formed the center of the city. Before that
date, in the last era of the Ottoman Empire, the migrants from the Balkans had settled in the
area. Later a migration from Anatolia added to the external migrations, and the rural settle-
ments here grew and, in time, the area developed an urban quality. With the opening of the
Uskiidar-Sile highway, the area which formed the primary core of the city was exposed to
development and the accompanying population growth. Umraniye and its environs started to
attract more population with the new employment opportunities, presented by the opening of
rock and brick quarries, as well as by industrial action. This rural settlement, which housed
30—40 households during the first years of the Republic, became a significant urban settle-
ment, with 14 800 inhabitants in 1965, 71 954 in 1980, 242 091 in 1990, 440 859 in 2000 and
finally 645 237 inhabitants in 2012. After the 1980’s Umraniye, which is a part of Istanbul,
became one of the leading centers, combining the outward oriented development of the econ-
omy and industrialization occuring in Turkey. The rapid urbanization and industrialization
which occured after these years in terms of the phenomenon of migration from rural areas to
urban areas, changed the appearance of the district in a major way.

According to the data from the Development Bank of Turkey (TKB) and the Turkish
Statistical Institute (TUIK), the industry of Istanbul is significant to the industrial sector of
Turkey. The province of Istanbul is a significant metropolitan area which hosts approxi-
mately 19% of the population of Turkey in an area which corresponds to 0.7% of the area of
Turkey. In 2012, 24 821 000 peoplepeople in Turkey were employed in various sectors. 18%
(4 493 000) of this employed population is in Istanbul. A review of the sectoral distribution
of the employed population in Turkey reveals that Istanbul province hosts 25.5% of the in-
dustrial sector, 23% of the service sector and 0.4% of the agricultural sector (Tab. 1). 0.6%
of the active population in Istanbul province is employed in the agricultural sector, while
36.7% are employed by the industrial sector, and 62.7% by the service sector (TKB, 2012;
TUIK, 2012).
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Tab. 1. The population employed in Turkey and the status of the Istanbul Province (x1000)

The population Agriculture Industry Service Total
employed
Istanbul Province 26 1 649 2 818 4493
% 0.6 36.7 62.7 100
Turkey 6097 6 460 12 264 24 821
% 24.6 26.0 49.4 100
The share of Istanbul in Turkey% 0.4 25.5 23.0 18

Source: TKB, TUIK 2012

Although most of the industrial facilities within Istanbul province are gathered in orga-
nized industrial zones as well as small industrial areas, as a result of unplanned structuring,
a part of the industry remains within the settlement areas. 76% of the industrial facilities in
Istanbul are on the European side, while 24% are on the Asian side. On the European side
Ikitelli, Beylikdiizii, Hadimk&y and Kirag are the intensely industrialized areas while Tuzla
and Umraniye are the heavily industrialized areas on the Anatolian side. According to the
data from the Istanbul Chamber of Industry (ISO), approximately 6% of the industrial facil-
ities in Istanbul province are located within Umraniye District.

FACTORS THAT HAVE AN IMPACT ON THE INDUSTRY IN UMRANIYE DisTrRICT

One of the most significant features of modern industry is to have a location which can
economically supply raw materials. However, nowadays, access to raw materials is facili-
tated by the development of transport systems, as well as industrial facilities and technolog-
ical development becoming complex. Other factors, such as the market and labor, are also
important (Tiimertekin, Ozgiic, 2005: 433). The reason why industrial facilities have been
established in Umraniye District is not the proximity to raw materials and energy sources but
the opportunities supplied by proximity to the market, sectoral expertise and transport. The
easy accessibility of energy, which is necessary particularly for industry, through the inter-
connected system, is gradually diminishing the importance of the location factor as it has in
terms of the employment area.

Despite intensive mechanization, accessibility to qualified labor and its cost remains as
an important factor in industry (Tiimertekin, Ozgii¢, 2005: 434). In general, the branches of
industry guarantee a high number of employed people. That is because the workforce that
uses the modern tools and equipment also hold the major share in terms of productivity.
Furthermore, the affiliation of industry with a large workforce has mainly established linear
relationships between industrial activities and population density.
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Tab. 2. In Umraniye District population distribution and density of the neighbourhood

Name of Area Population (]?’Z?ssétny/ Name of Area Population (]?’er]ss(l)tny/
Neighbourhood | (Ha.) Ha.) Neighbourhood | (Ha.) Ha.)
Adem Yavuz 77 16 441 214 Inkilap 204 26 879 132
Altingehir 85 27 124 319 Istiklal 101 45332 449
Armagan Evler | 111 31613 285 K.Karabekir 81 17 846 220
Asagi Dudullu 95 11641 123 Madenler 92 11430 124
Atakent 96 | 21574 225 Mehmet Akif 74 20 027 271
Atatiirk 76 | 25143 331 Namik Kemal 81 28 194 348
Cemil Merig 160 22 623 141 Necip Fazil 166 24 104 145
Cakmak 86 32306 376 Parseller 98 13 557 138
Camlik 117 19 491 167 Saray 179 1538 9
Dumlupinar 104 13 904 134 Site 218 23333 107
Elmalikent 122 | 22286 183 Serifali 123 5952 48
Esenevler 70 25227 360 Tantavi 54 8756 162
Esenkent 385 15259 40 Tatlisu 102 16 481 162
Esensehir 170 16 983 100 Tepeiistl 43 13 463 313
Fatih Sultan 417 3626 9 Topagaci 131 16 427 125
Hekimbag1 165 8 737 53 Yaman Evler 73 12 258 168
Huzur 59 10 806 183 Yukari: Dudullu 179 18 469 103
Thlamurkuyu 137 16 407 120 Toplam 4531 | 645237 255

Source: Umraniye Municipality; TUIK (2012)

Umraniye District, ranks in third place, after Bagcilar and Kiiciikcekmece, in terms of
population in Istanbul province, with 645 237 people, whichconstitutes 19% (13 854 740
people) of the population of Turkey (75 627 384 people). 71.5% of the population, that is 2/3,
consist of active population (TUIK, 2012). In 2012, the population density of the district was
255 per hectare. The most densely populated neighborhoods are also the neighborhoods of
Istiklal, Cakmak, Esenevler, Namik Kemal and Atatiirk, where the housing areas are mainly
concentrated, while the neighborhoods of Esenkent, Esensehir ve Yukari Dudullu are the
areas where industrialization and industrial facilities are concentrated and population density
is smaller (Tab. 2).

Transportation which is an indispensable element in the development of industry in
terms of raw material supply, has also become a positive factor for the work area in the field
of transport.. Maritime lines (Tuzla and Hardarpasa Ports) as well as highways (E-80 and D
100) and airways (Sabiha Gokgen Airport) are important advantages for Umraniye in terms
of transport. Umraniye has especially used its position on an international transit high route
to its advantage, to advance its industrialization and development. The district is located
on the Europe-Asia route and between the Edirne—Ankara section, as well as in a central
position to the express connections of the E-80 and D-100 state highway which is the most
important highway in Turkey (Fig. 1).
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Because of its location Umraniye is right in the center of a major market. The most im-
portant of these markets is Istanbul province and its hinterland. The industrial facilities in the
district appeal to national and international markets as well as the local market. Most of the
industrial facilities in the study area belong to the private sector and have been established
with the owner’s equity. In addition to local operations, with the impact of globalization for-
eign capital investments are also observed in the district. Especially the companies active in
base metals, goods manufactured from metal, machinery-equipment and transport vehicles,
as well as those in the electric-electronic and the informatics industry, are significant to the
national and international markets.

THE DEVELOPMENT AND SECTORAL DIVISION OF INDUSTRY IN UMRANIYE DistrICT

Industry has selected Istanbul as a foundation to agglomerate external economies and
benefit from them with the largest and the most important market in Turkey, where easy
access to economic raw materials and labor is ensured with top level technical infrastructure,
accessibility and social accessories. In the first half of the 1980’s, when the economy of
Turkey was undergoing a transformation, 53% of the total number of medium and large scale
industrial facilities and approximately 40% of the workforce employed in medium and large
scale industrial facilities were based in Istanbul.

Istanbul, which has always been a locomotive in terms of migration from rural areas to
urban areas, which was particularly popular after the 1950’s, has had more than its share. The
population masses arriving from the rural areas started to settle in the outskirts of the city.
Umraniye, which is the study area, has also hosted the inflow of the population from rural
areas. Especially the intense migration during the 1970’s, combined with the development
in the industry resulted in Umraniye becoming a municipality in 1963 and a district in 1987.
After this period the population growth in the district accelerated and developed rapidly with
industrialization.

There are 745 active manufacturing industry facilities in the study area. While 62.28%
(464) of them are small industrial facilities employing less than 25 people, 37.72% (281) are
medium and large scale industrial facilities employing 25 and more workers. 34 (4.56%) of
these facilities were established before the year 1980 while 711 (95.44%) were established
after the year 1980. 35 128 workers were employed in the industrial facilities in Umraniye
District as of 2013. 28 723 (81.8%) of these workers are employed by facilities which employ
25 and more workers while 6405 (18.2%) are employed by facilities which employ 25 and
less workers. At the same time, 92.17% of the medium and large scale industrial facilities in
the study area and 97.41% of the small scale operations opened for business after the year
1980 (Tab. 3). Although the economic crisis in Turkey, which took place in 2001, as well as
the economic crises which occured on a global scale, had a negative impact on both large and
small scale operations. These crises caused a decrease mostly in small scale operations and
even caused a part of them to shut down.
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Tab. 3. Distribution of industrial facilities in Umraniye District

25 Employees and over | 25 Employees and under Total

Establishment é § é § g §

Period =z E = E = 5

= o = o = o

= s3] 3]

Before — 1960 1 1483 0 0 1 1483
1961-1980 21 6 569 12 151 33 6720
1981-2000 77 12 231 79 994 156 13 225
2001-2013 182 8 440 373 5260 555 13 700
Total 281 28 723 464 6 405 745 35128

Source: Istanbul Chamber of Industry (SO 2013).

0.1% (1 facility) employing 25 and more workers in the district opened for operation
before the year 1960, 4.4% (33 facilities) started operating between the years 1961-1980,
20.9% (156 facilities) started operating between the years 1981-2000 and 74.5% (555 facil-
ities) opened after the year 2000. These numbers show the rapid increase of industrialization
in Umraniye from the past to the present. The number of facilities, which was 156 before the
year 1980, increased rapidly after that year and reached 555 facilities by the year 2000 and
increased to 745 during the period between the year 2000 and 2013. The fact that Umraniye
was given the status of a district in 1987 and that Umraniye was declared Dudullu Organized
Industrial Zone in 1995 played a significant part in the industrialization. Dudullu Organized
Industrial Zone consists of IMES, DES and KADOSAN industrial sites and a factory area.
Furthermore, there are 9 more industrial sites within the district boundaries, where small and
large scale industrial facilities have conglomerated' (Tab. 3).

Tab. 4. In Umraniye District distribution of industrial facilities

Before 1960 | 1961-1980 | 1981-2000 | 2001-2013 Total
Sectors*

A B A B A B A B A B
The food-beverageand |, | | ye3 | 81 10 | 1616] 27 | 1109 | 39 | 4216
tobacco industry
Base metals, goods
manufactured from
metal, machinery- 0 0 15 | 719 | 71 | 6440 | 238 | 4894| 324 (12053
equipment and transport
vehicles
Weaving, ready to
wear and leather 0 0 2 93 | 19 | 2455 69 | 2161 90 | 4709
manufacturing
Wood and wood
manufacture, products 0 0 2 44 5 136 | 57 | 1372 64 | 1552
including furnitures

! Modoko, Keyap, Fatih Sultan Mehmet, Giiven, Deniz, Giimriikgiiler, Ak, Birlik ve Ozantas Industry Sites.
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Paper = paper products |, 0l o ol 1| 218 13| 260] 14| 478
and printing
Chemicals, petroleum,

. 0 0 4 1067 12 396| 49 | 1074 65 | 2537
rubber and plastic
Based on rock and soil 0 0 2 357 9 411 22 450 33 1218
Electric-electronicand | 0| 7 |4432] 29| 1553] 80| 2380| 116 | 8365
informatics
Total 1 1483 | 33 [6720| 156 |13225| 555 |13 700 745 |35 128

Source: SO 2013, *Total, A — Establishments, B — Employees

Tab. 5. In Umraniye District distribution of industrial facilities

Before 1960 | 1961-1980 | 1981-2000 | 20012013 Total
Sectors*
A|l B |A] B | A B A B | A B

The food-beverage and 11483 0 o 9 | 1594| 13| 881 23| 3958
tobacco industry
Base metals, goods
manufactured from metal, | -, 0| 10| 644| 27 | 5905 58 |2302] 95| 8851
machinery-equipment and
transport vehicles
Weaving, ready to wear |, ol 1 70| 13 | 2377] 35 |1690| 49| 4137
and leather manufacturing
Wood and wood
manufacture, products 0 0 1 30 3 112 20 839 24 981
including furnitures
Paper — paper products 0 0| o ol 1 218 2 | 104 3| 322
and printing
Chemicals, petroleum, 0 0| 31054 5 310 14 | 605 22| 1969
rubber and plastic
Based on rock and soil 0 0 1 349 3 342 6 220 10 911
Electric-clectronic and 0 0| 54422 16 | 1373| 34 |1799] 55| 7594
informatics
Total 1 | 1483 | 21 [6569] 77 [12231] 182 | 8440| 281]28723

Source: 1SO 2013. *25 Employees and over, A — Establishments, B — Employees

There are 10 facilities in Umraniye District with both national and international manu-
facturing, employing more than 500 workers, and 41 facilities which employ 100 and more
workers, 9 of these facilities being among the leading 500 large scale industrial facilities
in Turkey. These companies are Oyak Renault Automobile Factories, Unilever, Coca Cola
Beverage, Delphi Automotive, Bayer Chemicals ABB Electric, izocam Glass Industry,
Sunjiit Fabrics, and Umur Basim industrial. Some of the other large companies worth men-
tioning are BHS Household Equipment, Gérkem Ready to Wear, Frito Lay Foods, Bayer
Tiirk Chemicals, Gamak Machinery, Huzur Ready to Wear, Nobel Drugs, Huzur Ready to
Wear, Casper Computer, Anel, and Netas Telecommunication industries. There are 11 com-
panies operating in the weaving, ready to wear and leather manufacturing sector, 10 compa-
nies within the electric-electronic and informatics industry sector, 10 companies in the base
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metals, goods manufactured from metal, machinery-equipment and transport vehicles sector,
7 companies in the food, beverages and tobacco sector, 6 companies deal with chemicals,
petroleum, rubber and plastic industries sector, 4 companies within with industrial sectors
based on rock and soil, 2 in paper — paper products and printing while 1 is within the operat-
ing activities, all of which employ over 100 people in the district.

Tab. 6. In Umraniye District distribution of industrial facilities

Before 1960 |1961-1980 | 19812000 | 2001-2013 Total

*
Sectors A | B|A|B| A]|] B | A|B/| A] B

The food-beverage and 0 0 1 8| 1 2| 14| 228) 16| 258

tobacco industry

Base metals, goods

manufactured from metal, | =, 0 5| 75| 44 | 535 | 180 | 2592 229 | 3202

machinery-equipment and

transport vehicles

Weaving, ready to wear 0 0 1| 23] 6| 78| 34| 471| 41| 572

and leather manufacturing

Wood and wood

manufacture, products 0 0 1 14 2 24 37 5331 40 571

including furnitures

Paper ~ paper products 0 0 ol ol o o 11| 156 11| 156

and printing

Chemicals, petroleum, 0 0 1| 13 7| 8| 35| 469| 43| 568

rubber and plastic

Based on rock and soil 0 0 1 8 6 69 16 230 23 307

Electric-electronic and o | o | 2| 10| 13| 180| 46| 81| 61| 771

informatics

Total 0 0 12 | 151 79 994 | 373 | 5260| 464 | 6405

Source: 1SO 2013. *25 Employees and under, A — Establishments, B — Employees

1980 AND THE PRECEDING PERIOD

According to the data from the Istanbul Chamber of Industry, the number of facilities
opened for operation before 1980 was 34.22 of the facilities were organizations which em-
ployed 25 and more workers, while 12 of them employed 25 and less employees. A review of
the distribution of these industrial organizations in terms of sectors shows, that 15 establish-
ments (10 of them large scale industry) are leaders in the industry of base metals, goods man-
ufactured from metal, machinery-equipment and transport vehicles. This is followed by 7
businesses (5 of them large scale industry) in the electric-electronic and informatics industry,
4 facilities (1 of them large scale industry) within the chemicals, petroleum, coal, rubber and
plastic products industry as well as 2 for each of the other industrial sectors. A total of 8203
workers are employed in the 34 facilities which opened for business before the year 1980.
During this period, 98% (8052) of the employees were working in large establishments,
while the remaining 151 were employed by small scale businesses. With 4,432 employees
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(99.8% in large industries), the electric-electronic and informatics industry was the leading
sector in terms of employment. This sector was followed by the food-beverage and tobacco
industry with 1 491 (99.5% in large scale industry) employees, the chemicals, petroleum,
coal, rubber and plastic products sector with 1 067 (98.8% in large scale industry) people,
the base metal, goods manufactured from metal, machinery-equipment and transport vehicles
industry with 719 (89.6% in large scale industry) employees and other industrial sectors with
494 employed (Tab. 4-6).

Fig. 2. Distribution of the industrial establishments in Umraniye District (before 1980, 25 employees
and over)

Explanation: a — Base metals, goods manufactured from metal, machinery-equipment and transport vehicles,
b — Electric-electronic and informatics, ¢ — The food-beverage and tobacco industry, d — Chemicals, petroleum,
rubber and plastic, e — Based on rock and soil, f— Weaving, ready to wear and leather manufacturing, g — Wood and
wood manufacture, products including furnitures.

The first large scale industrial facility to be established in Umraniye District is Unilever
Food Industries, which opened in 1952 and employs 1 483 people today. This company is the
largest worldwide producer of the fast moving consumer goods on an international scale and
produces food, beverages, household and personal care products. In the same period Izocam,



