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Abstract: Changes in the transport infrastructure in China, Asia and the Russian Federation go along with the
main regional geo-economic trends of their development. The core of the suggested initiatives from China is
the inclusion of Asian countries and Russia in the list of transit states in order to form alternative multimodal
transport corridors in the direction «East-West» (China-EAEU-EU route). The present research deals with
the problems of the development of logistics infrastructure in the Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU) with the
purpose of further improvement of transit opportunities in the delivery of goods from China to the European
Union. The authors of the article take into consideration that the EAEU logistics infrastructure is an estab-
lished and evolvable system which is formed under the influence of globalisation processes and regionali-
sation of the world economy. The unified transport system of the EAEU countries formed during the Soviet
period needs modernisation. Modern conditions of transportation routes in EAEU are observed on the basis
of the specific examples as well as the transformation and modernisation options of a transport vector in the
direction of China-EAEU-EU. The main trends in the infrastructure development in Central Asia are reflected
in the regional projects of railway and automobile communications with the integrational priorities. The
development of logistics infrastructure is essential for the full realisation of the transit potential inherent in
the integration within the Eurasian region.
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INTRODUCTION

The region of Central Asia and Russia is currently transforming from a peripheral tran-
sit space into a region that occupies key positions in the geopolitical system of Eura-
sia. One of the most important factors contributing to the growing importance of the
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region and determining its new geopolitical role is the potential for transit of goods
from China to the European Union (EU). The EU is the main importer of China’s indus-
trial products. The implementation of the geopolitical concepts of China, the EAEU and
the EU stimulates the active development of logistics infrastructure and the search for
solutions to reduce costs in international transportation of goods.

Several integration projects of major geopolitical players (the Silk Road Econom-
ic Belt, the Eurasian Economic Union - EAEU, the “One Belt One Road”) are currently
being implemented in Eurasia. The development of logistics infrastructure is essential
for the full realisation of the transit potential inherent in the integration within the Eur-
asian region. Investments, trade regimes, routes for laying roads and pipelines become
not only a subject, but also a tool for reducing costs and increasing the efficiency of
international transport corridors of Eurasia.

International transport corridors play an important role in the integration of Eura-
sian economies into the world economy with two functions: firstly, they ensure the de-
livery of goods to foreign trade partners and, secondly, they bring income to the budget
in the form of payments for transit transportation of goods of other countries through
the territory of Eurasia. The basic advantage of increasing transit traffic through the
territory of the EAEU is a significant reduction in the distance, and, therefore, the time
of delivery of goods. Thus, the period of goods delivery by sea, for example, from Berlin
to the Chinese port on the Yellow Sea coast is twenty days, while the railway through
the EAEU space reduces this time almost by half. Due to the advantageous geographi-
cal location, the development of international transport corridors passing through the
EAEU is of great importance, as it covers three important directions, promising from an
economic point of view: Russia, Europe and the Baltic States; China, Japan and South-
East Asia; the republics of Central Asia and Transcaucasia. There is also a significant in-
crease in security threats and geopolitical confrontation between a number of powers
on the alternative sea route from China to the EU now. At the same time, the market of
railway container transportation from China to Europe through Eurasia in the current
decade is growing at an explosive pace, partly owing to the subsidies from the PRC.

The involvement of Eurasian countries in the world economic relations results in
several requirements: to rethink approaches to the analysis of problems and to search
for the tools to improve the efficiency of the logistics infrastructure of container cargo
transportation of the EAEU in ensuring transit from China to the European Union.

METHODS AND DATA

The modern development of the transit logistics infrastructure in the EAEU is char-
acterised by the influence of the institutionalisation of the interests of international
actors. The key trends leading to the institutionalisation of international cooperation in
the EAEU include fierce competition for resources, conflicts in the sphere of resource
use, the introduction of foreign capital and foreign transnational actors into nation-
al economies. Limited basic resources and increased competition for them lead to the
changes not only in the economic rules of behaviour in international relations, but also
in the competition at the level of projects aimed at the development of logistics infra-
structure for transit from China to the EU.

The empirical database is filled with the statistical materials and reports of the
Federal Customs Service of the Russian Federation, freight turnover indicators of the
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Russian and Chinese Railways, and analytics of the «Eurasian Studies». The theoretical
and methodological basis of this study is neoliberal institutionalism, which considers
the creation of international institutions as a possibility of cooperation between the
states. One of the topical areas of research is the study of the problems of institutional-
isation of the interests of actors in international relations. R. Keohane and ]J. Nye made
a significant contribution to the development of various aspects of the institutionalisa-
tion of the interests of the actors of international relations within the framework of ne-
oliberal institutionalism (Keohane, 1989; Nye, Welch, 2012). International cooperation,
particularly in the transport sphere, is described in the context of institutionalisation
of interests of international relations actors. It is based on the principles of strategic
partnership and is aimed to identify the features of normative and structural regulato-
ry system formation, which influence the formation of goals and interests of actors in
international relations.

The theoretical basis of this study is formed by traditional and modern concepts of
interstate cooperation based on a systematic approach to international relations. The
systematic approach to international relations has been developed both in the West-
ern (Albert, Cederman, 2010; Bertalanfy, 1968; Buzan, Little, 2000; Kaplan, 2008; Luh-
mann, 2007; Waltz, 1979; Watson, 1992; and others) and in the Russian science (Boga-
turov, 2012; Denisov, Luzyanin, Lukin, 2016; Manykin, 2009; and others).

The implementation of logistics projects within the framework of the Chinese ini-
tiative “One Belt One Road” is studied by the authors of such Russian research centres
as the Institute of the Far East of the Russian Academy of Sciences, Higher School of
Economics, MGIMO University, the Institute of history and archaeology of FEB RAS, Far
Eastern Federal University, Carnegie Moscow Centre, the Institute of world economy
and international relations named after E. M. Primakov, St. Petersburg State University
and others. Such foreign research centres, as Stockholm International Peace Research
Institute, the British research centre “Chatham House”, the European Council on For-
eign Relations, the Mercator Institute for China Studies, the Centre for Eastern Studies
named after M. Karp (OSW), The Carnegie Foundation, The George Washington Univer-
sity, George Hopkins University, Friedrich Ebert Stiftung and others also take part in
the study of the situation in the EAEU.

J. Mackinder and K. Haushofer, who view the Trans-Siberian railway and the Silk
Road as a mechanism of Eurasian identity, play a special role in the study (Hauskhofer,
Makkinder, 1995; Ratcel, 2019).

The issues of foreign trade, transport complex, development of international
transport corridors have been studied by many authors, including Arsenov (2007);
Vinokurov, Dzhadraliyev, Shcherbanin (2009), Larin (2017), Podberezkina (2015), etc.

The attention of the researchers is drawn to the assessment of logistics projects
implemented within the framework of integration projects between the major geopolit-
ical players (the Silk Road Economic Belt, the Eurasian Economic Union, “One Belt One
Road”). Each initiative has developed several approaches to the implementation of the
transit potential inherent in the development of Eurasia as a single region that requires
the development of logistics infrastructure.

The main areas of the research include the analysis of projects aimed at the de-
velopment of logistics infrastructure within the framework of the “One Belt One Road”
initiative. The Russian experts also pay attention to such issues as opportunities and
risks of China’s cooperation with the EAEU countries. The fact that China is promoting
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the idea of concluding a free trade agreement in the SCO space (which carries obvious
risks for national producers of post-Soviet States) and demands exclusive conditions
and rights in a number of transport projects from the EAEU countries is one of the most
critical issues connected with the implementation of the “One Belt One Road” initiative.

Foreign experts are currently conducting a comprehensive study of “One Belt One
Road”. The study of China’s foreign policy is gaining pace due to the increase in its role
in international affairs and the intensification of cooperation with many states. The
projects of investments in logistics infrastructure are commercial initiatives. The im-
portant factors that motivate China to develop the logistics infrastructure are the fol-
lowing: to develop the Western regions of the country in order to achieve social stabil-
ity and equalisation of living standards with the more economically developed Eastern
provinces. The “One Belt One Road” initiative is perceived as a project competing with
the integration initiatives of other countries in the Eurasian space, primarily with the
Eurasian Economic Union. The experts of foreign Chinese studies centres are sceptical
about the integration between the EAEU and “One Belt One Road” both because of the
competition between the two projects, and because the approaches of Russia and China
to the integration differ in terms of the aims that are achieved with the help of each
other.

Thus, the logistics infrastructure of the EAEU will be considered as an established
and evolving system with its own specific features and directions of development,
which will allow considering the transit features of Eurasia in the context of coopera-
tion between different states with their own, systemically determined interests in the
region.

PRIORITIES FOR THE DEVELOPMENT
OF LOGISTICS INFRASTRUCTURE OF THE EAEU COUNTRIES
ON THE NATIONAL, REGIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL LEVELS

The EAEU space, including Northern (Bridges, 1990) and Central Asia (Russia and Cen-
tral Asia) is situated between Europe and China and represents one of the largest and
longest transits between West and East, North and South. For thousands of years, one of
the main tasks for political forces in this territory was to create conditions for logistics
transit. In a broader sense, transit logistics refers to the creation of certain conditions
in a particular territory for the functioning of logistics infrastructure, both at the sub-
regional and international levels. Transit also implies a form of organisation of living
space, focused on the intensive interaction of different cultures, religions and types of
management, providing a permanent effect of mutual enrichment of the participants.

Geopolitical factors have significant influence on the global transport system.
Transport can unite nations, countries and even civilisations, and, on the other hand,
become an insurmountable obstacle to global socio-economic, political and cultural ex-
change. At the same time, the development of logistics infrastructure depends on the
demand and prospects for the growth of supplies via transport routes. The opportuni-
ties for growth of Chinese-Russian trade, China - EEU and China - EEU - EU transit will
be considered further.

Since 2014, China’s share in Russia’s foreign trade has been growing (Figure 1).
In 2019 Russia and China agreed to increase trade from $120 billion to $200 billion
by 2024. Until 2019, Russia’s supplies to China were metal, oil, gas, and supplies from
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China to Russia were light industry products. By 2024, diversification will be clearly ob-
served in the commodity structure of export of both countries. In 2019, Russia has be-
gun to supply China with mineral fertilizers, agricultural goods, and China has started
to export high-tech engineering products and service solutions, including financial ser-
vices, to Russia. The infrastructure projects of China within the framework of the “One
Belt One Road” initiative will be the objects of future investments. Significant funds are
allocated for the implementation of the project, their volume is twice the annual GDP
of Russia. It is planned to invest in construction, infrastructure, new manufactures and
telecommunications along the route from Central and Central Asia to Europe.

24.4% of the total funding of the Russian national projects is directed to the im-
plementation of the project of the Trans-Siberian railway modernisation. Due to the
investments in logistics infrastructure, the capacity should increase by one and a half
times (up to 180 million tons) by 2024. The project will increase the capacity of railway
lines from the West to the East of Russia (for example, containers from Vladivostok to
the Western border of Russia are planned to be delivered in 7 days), provide stable
access to the ports of Asia, get new opportunities in international trade and, most im-
portantly, contribute to the development of huge resources of Eastern Siberia and the
growth of economic potential of its regions (Dubrovskaya, 2019).

The signing of the agreement on trade and economic cooperation in 2018 was the
next stage in the expansion of cooperation between the EAEU and China. The agree-
ment, which came into force on October 25, 2019 is “non-preferential”, i.e. it does not
imply the creation of a free trade zone. Import duties will not be reduced either by
China or by the EAEU. The agreement implies the creation of working groups with the
participation of plenipotentiary representatives of China, the Eurasian Economic Com-
mission (EEC) and the EAEU member states on various specific areas: non-tariff barri-
ers, customs cooperation, intellectual property, e-commerce, phytosanitary and veter-
inary control, etc. The institutional basis of the new logistics infrastructure is created,
according to which representatives of the relevant state bodies meet on a regular basis,
and where specific problems and barriers in mutual trade between the parties can be
discussed. The agreement enables countries and businesses to adapt to the new condi-
tions of mutual trade liberalisation.

The EAEU countries and China are not ready to create a free trade zone yet. The
aim of the EAEU countries is the development of domestic markets, where it is possible
to raise domestic production and enter the markets of third countries. The parties to
the agreement are ready for negotiations on certain commodity items, where the re-
duction of import duties on the Chinese market and the EAEU market is advisable. It is
necessary to seek for specific areas and to open markets asymmetrically. For instance,
there are trade areas where import from the Russian side would be appropriate and
would not create too much competition for Chinese manufacturers (for example, Rus-
sian ice cream). On the other hand, the Eurasian market needs Chinese goods, which
have no analogues in the EAEU (Figure 2).

The undisputed driver of growth will be supplies via international transport corri-
dors from China to the EU (Figure 3). Currently, about 98% of the volume of the EU and
China mutual supplies are served by sea transport, 1.5-2% by air transport and 0.5-1%
by railway. Approximately 80% of goods between the EU and China are transported in
containers, about 90% of goods were imported into the EU from China (import), and
70-75% exported from the EU to China (export) (Euroasian Development Bank, 2018).
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The growth of transit container traffic through the territory of the EAEU countries will
depend on the development of trade between China and the EU.

Almost the entire volume of the EAEU exports to China is formed by bulk and lig-
uid cargoes, and most of the imports from China are delivered in containers. The ex-
port traffic from the EAEU countries to China is characterised by a low proportion of
container cargo, which is around 1.5-2%. This is due to the absolute predominance of

Figure 1. Foreign trade of the Russian Federation with ten major partners (2014, 2019)

60
50 A
p 37,7
40 35,3
30 1 251
20
15,615,2
14 ?3 2 1312,7
9,9 10
N r r r r r 8 9
0 - T
2 o A Y
- O q, (2
& \\’b(\ (\(@ q, ° *_ S «\,«" \@Q ‘\é
e 0 & &
g B @
First half 2014 m Second half 2019
Source: FCS Russia
Figure 2. Trade of goods of the EAEU-China (2014-2018)
140 18
16,2
15,4 _ 1263 | 46
120 ==
-
108,5 Bs_ =7 14
, - L
100 12& 26 o =--=7 102,7
80 , 786 10
®
5 60 8
b
3
0
a4
20
L2
0,3 0,2 0,2 0,3 0,3
P Ry Ip IRy o
2014 2015 2016 2017 2018
EAEU - China trade ($ bn) = = = EAEU share for China (%) == == China's share for the EAEU (%)

Source: ECE Department of statistics and http://eurasian-studies.org



144 ALEXANDER BURNASOV, MARIA ILYUSHKINA, YURY KOVALEV, ANATOLY STEPANOV

Figure 3. Number of container trains sent from China to Europe
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“non-containerised” goods in its commodity structure (fuel, minerals, timber, fertiliz-
ers, agricultural raw materials). The share of container cargo in the structure of imports
of the EAEU countries from China has grown significantly over the decade: from 35 to
55%. The commodity structure of cargo flow from China with the dominance of con-
tainer groups of goods stimulates further growth of its containerisation level.

Further growth of railway container turnover between the EU and China (with
transit through the EAEU) is expected. To attract additional cargo traffic between the
EU and China, the EAEU countries need to further develop transport infrastructure and
remove barriers.

DEVELOPMENT FACTORS OF THE EAEU LOGISTICS INFRASTRUCTURE
IN ENSURING TRANSIT FROM CHINA TO THE EU

International transit is the export of transport services provided by national companies
to the cargo owner and carrier when following a foreign cargo or vehicle through the
territory of a given country. The set of these services depends on the level of develop-
ment of the national distribution network and its quality. First of all, it includes the
services of national carriers, forwarders, and operators. In addition, transit is a catalyst
for the development of a wide range of related services of refuelling vehicles, organis-
ing trade and feed supply, repairing vehicles and maintenance service (Arsenov, 2007).

It is worth noting that the positions of each side of the China - EAEU - EU in terms
of security of supply will differ:

To ensure the security of supplies, the interests of importing countries, primarily
EU countries, will be guaranteed long-term and stable supply of goods and services
from external sources at a reasonably low cost of logistics. One of the key requirements
is participation in infrastructure projects of the Chinese direct investors, instead of
bank lending.
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The second group of countries is interested in demand security. The interests of
exporting countries, especially China, in the longer term South Korea is interested in,
are reduced to ensure stable financial revenues from the sale of goods and services at
reasonably high prices. International practice shows that the interests of importing and
exporting countries do not always coincide, primarily in terms of prices.

The third group of countries is interested in transit security and is directly related
to the interests of transit countries (EAEU and Eastern Europe). The requirements are
for these countries to receive the maximum profit for the provision of transit services
for the transportation of goods and services through their territory. Investment in al-
ternative routes for East-West container trains (including border crossings).

The situation with the pass-through capacity and carrying capacity of internal rail-
way networks along the China - EAEU - EU axis is as follows: China’s infrastructure of
dynamically developing Chinese Railways fully provides potential volumes of container
traffic along the China - EAEU - EU axis. High-speed traffic in the Western direction is
organized to the city of Urumgqi. As part of the project to develop the Central Eurasian
corridor, it is also planned to launch high speed cargo transit on the Urumgqi-Dostyk
district by 2026.

In the main Russian directions of the East-West transportation corridor passing
through the territory of Russia, the railway lines are double-track. Modernisation of
branches from the TRANS-Siberian railway to the state border with China and Mongolia
to Zabaikalsk and Naushki continues. Russian Railways is completing the implementa-
tion of electrification projects of these districts, as well as carrying out a comprehensive
reconstruction of the Zabaikalsk station; the Current state of the railway infrastructure
of Kazakhstan in the directions of international transit is characterised by the lack of
sufficient reserves of pass-through capacity. The development of future transit contain-
er freight traffic will require serious modernisation: the development of areas under
common network standards, including the weight and length of freight trains; the con-
struction of second main tracks on the limiting districts; the construction of bypasses of
major transportation hubs (for example, the Almaty railway junction); electrification of
sections on the approaches to international border crossings with China.

Container transit through Belarus is carried out mainly on the Osinovka-Or-
sha-Brest district, which is double-track and electrified. A fibre-optic cable has been laid
along the entire length of the transportation corridor on the territory of the Republic of
Belarus. In the future, by 2020, it is planned to modernise the signals and interlocking
and communication devices for the organisation of high-speed traffic. In 2011-2017,
about $2.5 billion was invested in increasing the potential of the Belarusian railway, of
which $700 million was invested in the development of Silk Road routes. In particular,
30 modern electric locomotives were purchased, much attention was paid to the elec-
trification of the main transport corridors (Ananyev, 2017). The pass-through capacity
and carrying capacity of the railway infrastructure of the EU countries are limited and
will not be able in the medium term to carry out unhampered transit of the growing
container traffic. This is largely due to the differences in the technological and regula-
tory aspects of the rail transport used in China, the EAEU and the EU (this will be dis-
cussed below).

Major projects are not required to increase the capacity of land transport corri-
dors along the China - EAEU - EU axis and increase their competitiveness compared
to sea routes. It is required to dot the “bottlenecks” of the transport infrastructure. The
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main factors hindering the growth of container flows between China and EU countries
are unbalanced container flow from China to the EU and back, insufficient capacity of
border crossings at the EAEU-EU border. In 2017, the processing capacity of the Brest
- Malashevichi crossing was almost fully operational.

The degree of loading by container transportation of the railway infrastructure of
the EAEU countries along the China - EAEU - EU axis (its pass-through capacity and
carrying capacity) is still small and does not have a restraining effect on their volumes
and intensity. However, there are no sufficient pass-through capacity reserves for the
future until 2020 and in the long term. Nevertheless, on the basis of the implementation
of existing projects for the development of the busiest sections of the Russian Railways,
Kazakhstan Railways and Belarus Railways networks along the China - EAEU - EU axis,
the pass-through capacity and carrying capacity of the network infrastructure will fully
ensure the projected volumes of international container transit.

The mostimportant area of investment is already the creation of support transport
hubs in Russia, Kazakhstan and Belarus. The lack of supporting transport and logistics
centres on the territory of the EAEU increases the total mileage of transport and, ac-
cordingly, the transport costs of shippers, as well as increases the time of accumulation
and distribution of goods. The priority objectives of the creation of transport hubs in
the EAEU countries should be the processing of container cargo (from China and the
EU) on the border territories of the EAEU and their further distribution by rail or road
transport; the accumulation of container cargo on the territory of the hubs and their
further export by rail or road transport to China and the EU countries; in the future, it is
possible to accumulate container cargo on the territory of the hubs for further reload-
ing of transit container trains moving along the China - EAEU - EU axis.

Development plans of transport and logistics centres in the EAEU countries (for in-
stance, the Concept of creating terminal and logistics centres on the territory of the Rus-
sian Federation, Russian Railways, the Master plan for the development of the trans-
port and logistics system of the Republic of Kazakhstan, Kazakhstan Railways) will also
have a stimulating impact on the development of container flows.

A promising direction for the development of international cargo transportation is
the use of special containers for chemical and mineral cargoes, refrigerated containers
for the transportation of food products. This niche in the EAEU space has not yet been
fully developed by business. Nevertheless, the production of such products has high
prospects, including investment activities.

An important condition for barrier elimination in the field of international freight
transport is the information exchange between the countries on the territory of which
the main routes of container transport pass, about long-term (5-10 years) projected
growth of mutual rail transport: promising directions and volumes of cargo transporta-
tion; plans for the average daily volumes of acceptance/delivery of cars at the junction
points of gauge change, etc. The exchange of information will allow for determining in
advance the need for organisational and technical measures as well as measures for the
development of railway and related infrastructure for the unhampered movement of
goods within the prescribed time limits.

It is necessary to raise to full unification the administrative and legal aspects con-
cerning the movement of container trains on the China - EAEU - EU axis. The progress
achieved in solving the problems with delays at the borders associated with border and
customs inspection operations and traceability records (taking into account the entry
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into force of the new EAEU customs code on January 1, 2018 and registration of all
transcontinental container transport by the CIM/SMGS consignment note from May 1,
2017), brings to the almost complete elimination of administrative and legal barriers at
the EAEU - China border and within the EAEU that affect the realisation of the potential
of cargo flows. All relevant operations from 2018 can be carried out during the change
of track gauge and will not take additional time.

To implement the digital transformation of the logistics infrastructure, it will be
necessary to create a management and coordination system, the key elements of which
can include monitoring key performance indicators of the transport complex; forma-
tion of a geoinformation model of the transport complex; collection of information on
traffic flows on the main highways, in transport hubs, at the points of origin of flows;
maintaining a transport database; maintaining a statistical database and monitoring
transport; development of management decisions.

Thus, key factors influencing the development of logistics infrastructure include,
in short term, the growth of supplies between the EU and China via the EAEU Railways;
long-term supply growth is constrained by the need to modernise the physical railway
infrastructure in the EAEU, the need for a lower tariff, as well as guarantees of preser-
vation of subsidies from China; lack of capacity of checkpoints on the EAEU-EU border;
differences in the length of container trains in China - EAEU - EU; unification of accom-
panying documents and technical regulations is needed (inconsistency of the terms of
the Convention concerning International Carriage by Rail (COTIF) and the Agreement
on International Goods Traffic (AIGT).

CONCLUSIONS

In conclusion, the development of the EAEU logistics infrastructure is one of the im-
portant areas of research in economic geography. The unified transport system of the
EAEU countries formed during the Soviet period needs modernisation. The formation
of a single market encourages countries to attract foreign investment in logistics infra-
structure. The main directions of modernisation of the logistics infrastructure are point
modernisation of the transport infrastructure of supplies from China to the EU through
the EAEU; transition from investments in transit to the creation of cargo processing
centres; the use of digital logistics in the management of sustainable development of
logistics infrastructure; the development of international cargo transportation through
the use of special containers for chemical and mineral cargoes, refrigerated containers
for transportation of food products. The creation of an efficient and technologically up-
dated logistics infrastructure will contribute to the accelerated transportation of goods
and the successful implementation of the transit potential of the EAEU countries.

The main growth potential of container traffic in the direction of China - EAEU -
EU is accounted for by China’s trade with EU countries, part of which can be switched
from sea transport to railway. In short term, the objective opportunities for the de-
velopment of container traffic between the EAEU and the EU, as well as between the
EAEU and China, are significantly smaller due to the limited volumes of goods using
a container as a tare.

The effectiveness of infrastructure projects depends on many factors: financial
conditions, the growth of national welfare and the density of real international econom-
ic ties. One of the main factors in the development of logistics infrastructure projects
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in the space was the transformation process of national economies. Protectionism of-
ten increases during the crisis, which can have some restraining effect on economic
integration and infrastructure projects. But, at the same time, the need to cope with
common challenges makes the crisis a constructive incentive for integration projects.
Regional organisations are involved in the task of strengthening integration effects.
The growing intensity of trade and economic relations between the member countries
of the regional organisation requires ensuring the functioning of markets, improving
transport infrastructure, and promoting the implementation of joint projects.

An important condition for sustainable long-term economic development in the
EAEU space is the construction of trade and economic ties on the basis of effective coop-
eration projects that can work even in the presence of customs barriers and protective
measures. Such projects should be characterised by global competitiveness (otherwise,
intensive interaction of economies means only the preservation of existing production
chains or the growth of unregulated forms of trade). Most importantly, it is necessary
to assess any projects and models of cooperation in terms of whether they contribute
to the socio-economic development of countries, whether they are friendly to human
security and the environment, and whether they develop positive integration scenarios.
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